
Name: ______________________________________        Date: ___________________          

 Grade 4   Lesson 10 

  

Use the short story by Susanna Reich titled “JOSE! Born to Dance,” on pages 289 through 299 in your 

student reader to answer the questions below.    

                                                                    

Directions  

Read the story, “JOSE! Born to Dance.”  Then answer questions 1 and 2.  

  

1. In the story, “JOSE! Born to Dance,” how does Jose feel about dancing? Use two details from the 

story to support your response. 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________  

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________  

  

2. In the story, “JOSE! Born to Dance,” what do paragraphs 5 and 6 on page 294 reveal about José? Use 

two details from the story to support your response.  

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________  
  



  
Use the short story titled “JOSE! Born to Dance,” by Susanna Reich on pages 289 through 299 in your 

student reader to answer the questions below.    

                                                                     

Directions  

Read the short story by Susanna Reich, “JOSE! Born to Dance,” on pages 319-341 in your student reader.  

Then answer the following question.   

 

3.  What does the reader learn about the kind of person José is?  How do José’s actions show the 

kind of person he is? Use details from the story to support your response.   

  

In your response be sure to  

• explain what kind of person José is 

• explain how José’s actions show the kind of person he is 

• use details from the short story to support your answers 

  

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________    

___________________________________________________  
  

 



 

  

 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.4.3, W.4.2  

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 

in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

  

Stem Used:     

In the story, how does (individual) feel about X? Use two details from the passage to support your 

response.  

1. In the story, “JOSE! Born to Dance,” how does José feel about dancing?  Use two details from the 

passage to support your response.    

  

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

 

  In the short story, “JOSE! Born to Dance,” Jose feels passionate about dancing.  When José is 

first introduced to dancing, he feels as if dance has lit a fire in his soul.  He says, “I do not want to 

remain on this earth unless I can learn to do what this man is doing!”  The day of his first lesson, José 

describes how music carried him away.  “He swooped.  He stretched.  He swirled.  And then he flew-

AHHHHH!”  The passion Jose feels for dancing is evident when the author explains how Jose goes to 

dancing lessons nearly every day.  Even though his body is stiff and stubborn and at night, “he hobbled 

home, his muscles sore and aching,” and continues to train.   

 

  

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  

  

  

  

  

 

 



 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.4.4, W.4.2  

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 

in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

Stem Used:  What does paragraph # reveal about (character)? Use two details from the story to support 

your response.  

 

2. In the story, “JOSE! Born to Dance,” what do paragraphs 5 and 6 on page 292 reveal about 

José?  Use two details from the story to support your response.  

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

Paragraphs 5 and 6 on page 292 of “JOSE! Born to Dance” reveal how driven José is.  José has 

come from Mexico speaking very poor English.  When he reads, his classmates laugh at his English.  José 

says to himself, “I will learn this language better than any of you.”  Within three years, José could speak 

English well. He “translated for Mama wherever she went.” His drive to learn the language is proven by 

the brief length of time it took him to speak it with confidence.   

 

 

  

    

  

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  

  

  
  

  

 

 

 

 



 
Exemplary Response - 4 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.3.3, W.4.2B  

RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the sequence of events 
W.4.2B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 

examples related to the topic. 

  

Stem Used: What does the reader learn about the kind of person (character) is?  How do (character)’s 

actions show the kind of person he is? Use details from the story to support your response. (4 pt.) 

       

 

Directions  

   Read the selections.  Then answer question 3.  

3. What does the reader learn about the kind of person José is?  How do José’s actions show 

the kind of person he is? Use details from the story to support your response.    

 

In your response be sure to   

 

• Explain what kind of person José is 

• explain how José’s actions show the kind of person he is 

• use details from the story to support your answers 

  

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

 

  In the short story, “JOSE! Born to Dance,” José is hardworking man.  The reader learns how 

driven and hardworking José is through his journey as a young boy living in Mexico during the war to 

his adulthood in America.  

  José’s drive is demonstrated when he learns the English language in just three years.  When the 

other kids laughed at his inability to read English, José says to himself, “I will learn this language better 

than any of you.”   His drive helped him learn English in a short amount of time.  

In addition, in order to achieve his dream of dancing, José had to put a lot of time and effort into 

practicing dance. José took classes nearly every day.  “Dripping with sweat, he struggled with his stiff 

and stubborn body.  And at night he hobbled home, his muscles sore and aching.” These details also 

prove how hardworking Jose is.     

  Because of his hard work and drive, José became a famous choreographer and toured the world.  

His actions from the time he was a young boy to the time he was a famous dancer and choreographer 

prove how hardworking he was.   

          



 

  

   

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 4-point rubric  

  

  

  


